SERMON NOTES

Living in Reverse Part 4.
If I am dead to sin, What about when I sin? Romans 7:1-25
http://revth.wordpress.com/2011/08/21/if-im-dead-to-sin-can-i-sin-all-the-time-now/
Last time we considered the New Testament teaching that in Jesus we died to sin and to the law.
Through this death, which is accomplished through the death of Jesus, we have been set free from sin
and the law. (Romans 6:7,14,18; Romans 7:4,6) Last week I shared no less than one dozen scriptures
that teach explicitly that in Christ we have died.
The picture Paul gives us at the beginning of Romans 7:2-3 is of marriage. When two people are
married in the eyes of the law, they are married. It would be a sin to marry someone else at the same
time. But if the husband dies, the laws regarding marriage no long apply. Because of the death, the law
doesn't apply any more. It would no longer be sinful or illegal for the woman to marry someone else.
The law was made irrelevant by death.
In the same way, the power of sin to bring us condemnation through the law has been destroyed by
the death of Jesus, and by our death which happened in Jesus, as we have trusted him. We can't be
condemned as sinners anymore, because as Paul writes:
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for
God. (Rom 7:4, ESV)

Now, when you really get this, there is a natural question that arises. Does this mean I can sin all I
want, because the law no longer applies to me? Now stick with me here. I am going to give you an
answer that may surprise you, but you need to follow through the ENTIRE answer I am about to give.
Technically, the answer is: Yes. Yes, you can sin all you want. If you are in Jesus, your sins don't
“count” anymore. In the eyes of the law, you are dead, so the law cannot be used to condemn you for
anything you do now.
Now, that is a shocking answer. It isn't the whole story yet, and I want you to stick with me as I
give some further explanation in a moment. But just pause here for a moment. Do you see how
outrageous the grace of God is? He has made it so that if you simply continue to trust Him, you cannot
fail. Even when you do fail, it isn't counted as you anymore. That's why we see all those passages in the
New Testament saying that when we are in Christ we are New Creation, we are Holy, we are Blameless
and so on.
You see it isn't our job to work ourselves into a state of holiness. God has already put us into a
state of holiness, in our spirits. Our only job is to keep believing that he has done this, and through
that faith, He will continue to work the holiness deeper and deeper into our soul and body life.
I use the expression keep believing quite deliberately. It is a daily (sometimes hourly) habit of
continuing to believe who Jesus is, what he has done for us, how he feels about us, and continuing to
rest upon it. This is not a one shot deal. This is not a situation where you just say, “Well I got baptized,
so I'm good now.” Or “Well, I got saved five years ago, so I'm good now.” This is a process of
continually putting our trust in Jesus, day by day. That is what it means to be “in Jesus” and all these
things are ours, only in Jesus. I'm not saying that you have to work hard and live the Christian life on
your own strength in order to be in Jesus. But I am saying that to be in Jesus, you need to continually
rest in Him with trust in what his Word says, and in what he has done for us.
Last week I spent some time talking about how what we believe profoundly shapes what we do. So
the next part of the answer comes here. Technically, you can sin all you want, and it doesn't count
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against you. But if you really believe that God has freed you from sin, that you have already been made
holy, you will be far less inclined to sin than if you believe you are still fundamentally a sinner.
If you believe you are half sinner, and half saint, then it is only natural for you to go through life
sinning half the time. If you believe that, and you sin less than half the time, I commend you for your
great will power, though it is misguided. The bible does not say you are half sinner, half saint. It says
that if you are in Jesus, then in the most essential part of your being, the part that doesn't change, the
part that already has a solid connection to eternity – your spirit – you are entirely holy. You are
completely separated from sin and the law.
When you believe what the Bible says – that the essential you is already holy and is free from
sin – you will sin less, not more, because action follows belief. If you find that you are sinning a lot,
what you need is not to try harder to stop, but to believe more fully what God says about you.
Now, there is another thing that will eventually restrain our sinful actions. There is a movie from
the 1990s called Groundhog Day. In it, a weather reporter named Phil gets trapped in an endlessly
repeating day – February 2 1993, to be precise. Only Phil is trapped in this day. Every day, the other
people he meets are living the day as if it is their first February 2, 1993. The only thing that carries over
from day to day is Phil's memory. Naturally, at first he is depressed. One night he is drowning his
sorrows in drink, and he says out loud: “What if nothing you did mattered. What if you woke up every
morning as if the previous day had never happened?”
One of the other drinkers in the bar said, “That would mean there would be no consequences. You
could do anything you like.”
Phil catches on to this idea, and at first, he abuses the fact that there are no consequences for his
actions. He gets drunk, commits crimes, and does many morally reprehensible things. After a while all
that loses its luster, because he realizes there is no life there. So he tries to commit suicide. He kills
himself dozens of times, but always wakes up the next morning at 6:00am on February 2, 1993.
But finally, truly knowing there are no consequences, he begins to live for love. Repeating this day
endlessly with one of his co-workers, he falls in love with her. And knowing it doesn't matter what he
does, he finally chooses, because of love, to do what is good and right and noble. He devotes himself to
literature and music. He tries as much as possible to help others. Every day he saves the same boy from
breaking his leg, and the same man from choking. Every day, he tries to save the life of the same old
bum who dies on February 2, 1993. Day after day, he tries to bless the people that he is stuck with.
I suggest that you are really in Jesus, and you really know you are free from sin, you will discover
quickly that there is no real life in sin, and the pleasure you get from it is false and always disappoints
you. When you really know you are free from sin and law, you will find yourself more often drawn to
the Lord and REAL life, than the shallow, brief and bitter pleasures of sin. And when we learn to love
God, we find that living for love naturally moves us away from what would hurt our loved one, and
toward things that are good and right and noble.
Here's another analogy. I am married to Kari. We have a legal marriage license from the state of
Illinois. Suppose we went to a marriage counselor and I said: “Kari committed to be my wife, 'till death
do us part. We are legally married, and there is no part of the legal document that specifies what I must
do, or what I may not do. So does that mean I can stay out until 3 AM every night and party all I want?
Can I stop working, and let her provide all of our finances? Can I spend all our money however I want,
without talking to her about it? Can I leave dirty dishes and smelly laundry all over the house?” I could
go on, but you get the picture.
Marriage is not about a legal contract in which I fulfill my duties or else face the consequences. I
could technically do all those things and remain legally married to Kari. But what kind of relationship
is that? I don't do those things (except leaving the occasional dirty dish) because I love Kari. Now there
are times when either Kari or I do things that hurt each other. When that happens, we have to talk about
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it, and ask forgiveness, and give forgiveness, and heal the relationship. But we don't say sorry because
we have rules about saying sorry. I don't clean up after myself (a lot of the time, anyway) because there
is a rule that I have to. But I know it is helpful for our relationship if I do. I am motivated by love.
This is the picture the New Testament gives us of our relationship with God. Truly, if you are in
Jesus Christ, sin is irrelevant. But what is relevant is your relationship with him, your love for him.
Paul describes it almost exactly this way. He uses the analogy of a woman who husband dies, and
then she is free to marry someone else. Paul says:
Likewise, my brothers, you also have died to the law through the body of Christ, so that you may
belong to another, to him who has been raised from the dead, in order that we may bear fruit for
God. (Rom 7:4, ESV)

We died to sin and to the law so that we could be raised into relationship.
If you are looking to find out how much sin you can get away with, then I question whether you
actually are in relationship with God. I would say at the very least, you relationship with him is in very
serious trouble. And, believe it or not, that is really the question of someone who is still trying to live
by the law. You want a rule about how many rules you can break and still be OK. You aren't really in
relationship with God.
So, to go back to the sin question, since you are free from sin, dead to it, is there a problem if you
sin? Well, is there a problem in your marriage if you cheat on your spouse? Of course there is. It isn't a
law problem, it is a problem that shows lack of belief in what God says, and lack of love for him. But
we need to understand that it isn't about performing correctly for God or reforming ourselves or making
ourselves holy. It is about believing Him and loving him.
I don't like it when I hurt Kari feelings. I hate the feeling when we are fighting and our relationship
isn't right. I feel the same way with the Lord. And the truth is this. If I say something hurtful to Kari,
and I never say sorry and seek her forgiveness, it puts a barrier in our relationship. The more I hurt her
and refuse to resolve the hurt I've done or acknowledge my mistake, the more distant our relationship
will become. Eventually all the hurts and barriers and distance add up, and if we let it go, we might end
up divorced. But you can't divorced without signing papers. It can't happen without you knowing about
it and agreeing to it.
In the same way, if we continue to live in such a way as to hurt our relationship with God, we will
become more and more distant from him. Eventually, we may be so distant that we get no benefit from
our relationship with Him. The prodigal son left his father. The father still loved his son, and called him
his son, but the son got no benefit from it. Even though he was the son of a loving, kind and generous
father, he was living with pigs and eating pig food to survive. He might have died that way, and so,
through his neglect of the relationship, never received anything more from his father.
Some of you reading this believe you can never lose your salvation. Some of you believe you can.
Wherever you come down, the Bible is very clear that it is very serious thing to be distant from God.
The bible exhorts us to continue to have a daily relationship with Him, through faith.
But once more, I want to emphasize that if you truly believe how outrageous God's grace is, when
you truly know that He really has freed you from sin, you will not be motivated to sin nearly as often as
before. The more you believe, the less you injure that relationship with God, and the more quickly you
will seek healing and resolution when you do hurt that relationship.
We don't fight sin by trying be good with our own willpower. We don't conquer temptation by
gritting our teeth and getting over it. We start by believing that we are already holy, that in fact, we
don't have any relationship to sin any more. We live now in relationship to God, a relationship of faith
that is based upon unconditional love, not rules.
Now, there is another question we need to address. If we are already holy, and already free from
sin, why do we sin anymore at all? I apologize, but this message is getting long, and so I will answer
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that question next time.
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