SERMON NOTES
Revelation #49. Revelation 22:18-21
Remember the first readers of this book? They wondered if Jesus had forgotten his promise
to return. They wondered if God had forgotten about them. They wondered how God could
possibly be involved in the crazy, brutal, senseless, evil world they lived in. Sometimes we
want to know God’s plan. Revelation shows us that we may not understand God’s plan, even
if he reveals it to us. But what we can understand is that God is in control, and one day he will
finally defeat all evil, make all things right, and bring his people to be with him in the New
Heavens and New Earth where there is no more sorrow, death or suffering. He has promised,
and he will do it.
I strongly encourage you to listen, even if you normally read, because we have a treat at
the end of the audio.
18

I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone adds to them, God will add
to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God will take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are described in this
book.

Let’s consider this warning. Let me start by being very clear about what this does NOT mean. It
does not mean that we cannot ever talk about the bible, or the book of Revelation. It does not mean
that it is wrong to write books (or sermons!) about the Bible, or Revelation. I say this because
sometimes, Christians in the Western World have come to think religion is something intensely
personal, something that is really all about you. Nothing could be further from the perspective of the
Bible itself. Every part of the New Testament assumes that believers are living in fellowship with
each other, and that they are led by people who are teaching them the Word of God.
To put it another way, teaching people about the Bible is not the same as “adding to, or taking
away from the Bible.” The Bible itself is very, very clear that some people have been called by God to
teach others the truth of God from the bible.
Now, certainly not everyone is called to this ministry. In fact, James warns that the gift of teaching
is somewhat rare, which is why it should be respected. He says:
Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged
with greater strictness. (Jas 3:1, ESV2011)
1

However, it is still very clear that some people do have that calling, and gifting. Consider these
verses:
6

In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if God has given you the
ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. 7 If your gift is serving others,
serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. 8 If your gift is to encourage others, be encouraging. If it
is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take the responsibility seriously. And if
you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly. (NLT Romans 12:6-8)
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11

Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, and the
pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his work and build up the
church, the body of Christ. (NLT Ephesians 4:11-12)

God gives people gifts to use so that his people can encourage one another, and follow Jesus
better. One of those gifts is that of teaching Bible truth to other Christians. In fact, teachers are part
of a special group that is supposed to help other Christians to live for Jesus.
Also, consider these verses about church leaders:
1

This is a trustworthy saying: “If someone aspires to be a church leader, he desires an honorable position.”
So a church leader must be a man whose life is above reproach. He must be faithful to his wife. He must
exercise self-control, live wisely, and have a good reputation. He must enjoy having guests in his home,
and he must be able to teach. (NLT, 1 Timothy 3:1-2)
2

7

A church leader is a manager of God’s household, so he must live a blameless life. He must not be
arrogant or quick-tempered; he must not be a heavy drinker, violent, or dishonest with money.
8
Rather, he must enjoy having guests in his home, and he must love what is good. He must live wisely and
be just. He must live a devout and disciplined life. 9 He must have a strong belief in the trustworthy
message he was taught; then he will be able to encourage others with wholesome teaching and show
those who oppose it where they are wrong. (NLT, Titus 1:7-9)

Christians are supposed to respect those who teach God’s word, and to support them financially,
because they are doing part of God’s work:
Do you not know that those who are employed in the temple service get their food from the temple, and
those who serve at the altar share in the sacrificial offerings? In the same way, the Lord commanded that
those who proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel. (1 Corinthians 9:13-14, ESV)
6

Those who are taught the word of God should provide for their teachers, sharing all good things with
them. (NLT, Galatians 6:6)
17

Elders who do their work well should be respected and paid well, especially those who work hard at
both preaching and teaching. (NLT 1 Timothy 5:17)

God would hardly want his people to pay those who teach His Word unless he really wanted them
to teach. Just one more verse:
7

Remember your leaders who taught you the word of God. Think of all the good that has come from
their lives, and follow the example of their faith. (NLT Hebrews 13:7)

So, we should not think that this verse here in Revelation means that when someone teaches
about a Bible passage, that person is somehow “adding to” or “taking away” from the Bible. That
cannot be what this verse means, or it would contradict all those other verses I just gave you, and
many more that I didn’t share here.
But it does mean something important. This statement is first and foremost about the book of
Revelation, but it is not wrong to also apply it to the Bible as a whole. No teaching is at the same
level as the Bible. No teacher is at the same level as the Bible. No other book should be
considered as on the same level as the Bible. The Bible stands alone as the Word of God. It alone has
the authority to tell us about God, humanity, salvation, and how then we should live.
Good teachers are important, and the good ones will encourage you to read the Bible for yourself.
Even so, every person including Bible teachers, is flawed. I am bound to make mistakes. If I say one
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thing, and the Bible clearly says something very different, then I am the one who is wrong.
How will you know if I’ve made a mistake about the Bible? Only if you read it yourself.
Mohammed (founder of Islam) both subtracted from, and added to, the Bible. So did Joseph Smith
& Brigham Young (the founders of the Mormons). The Roman Catholic Pope claims to have
authority to add to what the Bible says. This gives Christians a clear basis for understanding where
we stand in relationship to these people – they are bringing down plagues upon themselves. We
should not listen to them.
But there is something else. Many individual human beings are guilty of adding to, or taking away
from the Bible for themselves. If you have decided that you will keep the parts you like, and ignore
the parts you don’t, then you are doing the same thing as Mohammed and the Pope, even if you don’t
lead a world religion.
There are some other implications, about the book of Revelation itself. Over the years, many
people have added their “end-times-system,” to the book of Revelation. I have spoken about this
before. They take this book, and make it fit into their ideas concerning what will happen at the end of
the world. They speak confidently of the rapture, and the one-world-government, and one-worldcurrency as if those things are actually found in Revelation. This warning is for them, also. Those
things are not in this book.
So once, more, we find that among the last things Jesus tells his people is to read and know His
Word.
He closes with this:
20
21

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (ESV Revelation 22:18-21)

Remember the first readers of this book? They wondered if Jesus had forgotten his promise to
return. They wondered if God had forgotten about them. They wondered how God could possibly be
involved in the crazy, brutal, senseless, evil world they lived in. Jesus revealed this vision to them.
Sometimes, we want to know what God’s plan is. Well, here’s God’s plan to return to this world
and make everything right. How do you like it? It’s not very easy to understand all of it, is it? Since it
is God’s plan, that ought not to surprise us. We shouldn’t expect to understand it all, since we are not
God. But here, Jesus is saying, “Yes, you have heard the plan. I will return. I will make everything
right. You are not forgotten. I will come back, and save my people, and bring them into a beautiful
new creation where there will be no more sorrow, where the past suffering is not worth mentioning
compared to the present glory. If you want to be a part of it, all you have to do is trust me, surrender
your life to me, and your name will be in the book of life. I have said it, and I will do it.”
I hope and pray that you have a better understanding of the Book of Revelation. I hope and pray
that especially, you have a sense of peace and joy about Jesus coming back, and that it becomes
something that you long for, and pray for.
We have spent almost one year worth of sermons, and two years real time, in this book. I hope it
was helpful. Because, we could have done the entire book of Revelation in just two minutes, like this:
(credit goes to my dear friend, pastor Peter Churness, of Gig Harbor, WA, for making my work
meaningless. This is at point 24:48 in the audio):
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The Apostle John sees a vision of Jesus, Jesus gives him messages to give to seven churches, then he sees
the throne room of God, and there are four mutant creatures having a worship jam, and they all see this
scroll, and then they are whining, “who can open the scroll?” John then hears the lion of Judah but sees
the Lamb of God, he can do it! But first they have to break these seven seals that are sealing the scroll.
And four seals are these four horsemen dudes representing bad stuff, and the fifth is the martyrs, sixth is
Day of the Lord, part one, then there’s intermission and we get to see a multi-ethnic party in heaven, then
seventh seal broken, but before scroll is opened seven warning trumpets come, and fire from altar shoots
up and casts to earth bringing more Day of the Lord judgment stuff. Then these seven trumpets start going
off bringing more bad stuff like hail and poison water and blood and locusts and county music, then there’s
another intermission as the scroll finally gets opened, and then John eats it, and then he has two more
visions, one of a bunch of dead Christians hiding under an altar, then of two Jehovah witnesses guys
getting killed by this Beast thing, but then come back as zombies. Then the last Trumpet sounds, and
God’s kingdom comes and shakes the nations like a shake n bake chicken. Then comes a bunch of signs,
one of this cosmic battle, and this pregnant lady floating in space comes down and has a baby, and this
space dragon comes over and attacks it, but the baby grows up and defeats the dragon. Then there are two
more beasts and everybody has to get the number 666 tattooed on them if you want to eat, or use the Apple
store, then the Lamb comes again, fights the beasts and wins. Then comes these seven bowls of wrath with
things like sores and blood and fire and more blood and darkness. Then the dragon and beast hook up
together and fight one last great battle of Armageddon. Then there’s this Day of the Lord scene… again.
But this time nations defeated for good. Then there’s this woman riding the dragon and she’s really bad,
and she fights God’s kingdom and loses. Then comes this sixth bowl of wrath and this final final battle (in
addition to the “first final” battle of Armageddon). Then Jesus comes and he has this sword sticking out of
his mouth and he wins, locks up Satan, and then Jesus and us Christians rule for 1000 years. Then Satan
makes a jail break, though Jesus really let him out, but not sure why, possibly for good behavior, seems
unlikely. Anyway he deceives everybody again. Then there is a final final final battle, in addition to the
other two “final battles” that previously happened. Then there’s a wedding, and earth gets rebuilt, and
heaven gets remade, and Jerusalem gets a makeover and comes down out of heaven like a spaceship, and
all of us live there happily ever after. And that’s the book of Revelation.
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