SERMON NOTES
Revelation #46. Revelation 22:6-11
6

And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the spirits of the
prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”
7
“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”
8
I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw them, I fell down to
worship at the feet of the angel who showed them to me, 9 but he said to me, “You must not do that! I am a
fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.”
10
And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the
evildoer still do evil, and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”
(ESV) Revelation 22:6-11

The book of Revelation ends with…(get ready… do a drum roll…) that’s right, you guessed it –
Chiastic structure! What I consider to be the last section consists of chapter 22:7-21. In these
verses, we have seven different declarations made by Jesus Christ himself. I will try to combine
some of them, but for now, we’ll just take the first. It know it may seem like we are dragging out the
end of the book, but these are the last seven things that Jesus Christ himself said to His people, the
church. It’s worth focusing on them for a while.
Verses 6-9 are a little confusing because John is conversing with an angel, and then Jesus makes
his first proclamation, and then John goes on talking to the angel. I will walk us through it. It is the
angel who says: “These words are trustworthy and true and the Lord, the God of the spirits of the
prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants what must soon take place.”
The fact that the angel says it does not make it any less true or powerful. Now, at the time, John
undoubtedly believed that this statement applied directly to the book we have just been reading:
Revelation. However, the Holy Spirit, who inspired these words, obviously knew that the writings of
the apostles would be collected together and called the New Testament, and combined with the Old
Testament to be called the Bible. So, we must understand that these words apply specifically to the
book of Revelation. That is the first meaning, in context. But it also good and right to apply this
statement to the entire Bible.
There are pieces of these verses that come across more powerfully in Greek. So, in a few places,
I am going to give you my own rendering of this text from the Greek. For those of you who are Greek
scholars, I am simply trying to convey how it comes across. I am not saying that this is more
accurate. But hopefully, it provides an accurate feeling of how it sounds in Greek. Here we go:
“These words are worthy of complete faith, and they present reality as it truly is.”
It is not just that the words are accurate. They are the basis for faith. The Greek word for
“trustworthy” is the same root word used for “faith” as in “put your faith in Jesus Christ.” In
addition, the word for truth is not just “accurate.” It means something that defines reality. Also, the
word for “word” is logos. That is the same word that John uses in the beginning of his gospel for Jesus
himself:
1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God….14 And the Word
became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. (ESV John 1:1 &: 14)
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Now, here in Revelation 22:6, the word “words” is in plural form. But I think it is appropriate to let
this text remind us that behind the words of the Bible is the very Word of God, Jesus himself.
The words of Revelation are true, and worthy of our faith. The words of the whole Bible describe
reality, and are worthy of our faith. Jesus Christ is the ultimate Word of God, and he created reality.
He is more than worthy for us to put our faith in him.
Virtually all Bible translators believe that next, we have a statement not from the angel, but Jesus
himself: “Behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy
of this book.” One reason to think it is Jesus, not the angel, is because Jesus is the one who is
coming soon, he is the one whose return really matters. Once again, let me give you my own partial
rendering from the Greek. As before, I just want to give you sense of what it feels like in the original
language:
“Give me your attention! I am coming quickly. You will be supremely blessed if you guard and
hold on to the words of this prophecy – this Bible.”
Yes, the Greek word for “book” is bible. Now, any time you say “book” in ancient Greek, bible is the
word to use. So that, in and of itself doesn’t mean it applies to the whole Bible (as we mean the Bible).
But Jesus could have just said “prophecy” and left off there. In fact, he did that, earlier on, in chapter
1:3. Or, perhaps, he could have used the word for “letter,” or “document.” I can’t help thinking that
Jesus knew that much of the world would come to call one particular book “The Bible,” and so used
the word to mean not only the prophecy of Revelation, but the entire book that he inspired.
This statement reminds me of what Jesus said at the very beginning of Revelation:
3

Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear, and who
keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (ESV Revelation 1:3)

I do notice that here, Jesus does not use the word “book” (that is, bible). But the fact that this
promise and this command are given twice means that it is important.
You may notice that for the word “keep” in Revelation 22:7, I used “guard, and hold on to.” That is
because those are part of the meaning of that Greek word. To keep the words of this prophecy (or, of
the whole Bible) doesn’t mean you just keep it in your house, on a shelf. It means you are actively
engaged in preserving it, protecting it from harm, and making sure that it fulfills its purpose. Once
again, I think it is appropriate to apply this to both Revelation, and also, all of scripture. It is good
and right that we have studied and wrestled with this prophecy called Revelation. It is part of the
word of God, and here in these verses, we see that Jesus highly values it.
Moving on to verse 8, John mentions that after the whole vision – that is, I think, the whole of
Revelation – he falls down to worship the angel, who showed him the vision. The angel stops him:
“You must not do that! I am a fellow servant with you and your brothers the prophets, and with those
who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”
By the way, this is one of the key ways in which Jesus claimed to be God. When people tried to
worship him, he never stopped them.
Then, the angel continues:
“Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is near. 11 Let the evildoer still do evil,
and the filthy still be filthy, and the righteous still do right, and the holy still be holy.”
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I do not think that God actually wants people who are doing evil to continue to do so. However,
this is a warning. If you are determined to do evil, and if you continue down that path far enough,
you will reach a point of no return. The analogy I use for this comes from swimming.
Imagine you are in a little boat, carrying a large block of gold. Imagine that the gold falls out of
your boat, and you dive in, after it, and reach it ten feet below the surface of the water. Gold is one of
the heaviest metals – roughly as heavy as lead. This block of gold weighs one hundred and twenty
pounds. You grab on to it, and try to swim back to the surface. However, the gold is too heavy.
Instead of you dragging it up, it is dragging you in deeper. You kick with all your might, and you slow
your rate of descent, but you don’t actually make any progress back toward the surface. You are still
sinking. Sooner or later, if you are going to live, you must let go of the gold. If you allow that gold drag
you too deep, you will no longer have enough air to make it back up to the surface before you drown.
You pass twenty feet, and the thirty. How long will you hold on? Maybe eventually, you decide, it is
not worth living if you can’t have the gold, so you hold on, and it drags you to your death.
I think this is something like the warning to those who are doing evil. There is a point of no
return. There is a point when it is too late to turn back. Now, when it comes to salvation, this point of
no return is not about how terribly you have sinned. But suppose you sin, and you know it, and you
know God wants you to repent, and turn back to him. Your attitude is: “Later. I’m not going to do
that right now. I want to keep enjoying this sin for a while.” The next time, it is harder to hear God’s
call to repent. Several times after that, it may not even occur to you that you ought to repent. The
more you say “no” to God, the more you damage your conscience. The more you say “no” to
God, the harder and harder it becomes to hear him anymore. If you continue to ignore God, if
you continue to go your own way, and shut out the call of God, eventually, you won’t care anymore.
You will harden your heart so much that you won’t even notice, won’t even be able to hear his call to
repent. I think the message is this: We have heard in Revelation all about the coming judgment, and
God’s vast patience. One of the major messages is that although God is inhumanly patient with evildoers, there will be an end to that patience – there must be an end to it, if we are to have the joy of
the New Creation. Now, with all these stern warnings, if we still say, “No, I’ve got plenty of time to
turn back to God. I’ll do it later.” If we continue to stop our ears against God, eventually, we will
no longer be able to hear him. Eventually, we will no longer care about following him. At that
time, we may be passing the point of no return. God says, “OK then. Do what you want.” He doesn’t
mean that it is OK to do so. It means, that God has done all that he can to save a person who has the
will to reject Him, and that person has made a decision that is final.
By the way, if you are worried that you have passed the point of no return, then, by definition, you
have not passed it. When you pass the point of no return, you will no longer care about, or be
interested in your relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Those who have passed that point
don’t care anymore. Also, I want to make it clear, I am not talking about a Christian who struggles
with a sin that they just can’t seem to beat. Such a Christian does indeed sin, but each time, that
person is heartily sorry for their sin, and intends to continue on following God. They really would like
to stop sinning, even if they can’t seem to find a way how. Such a person is not ignoring God. They
are still responding to him in repentance, confession and receiving God’s forgiveness.
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All of this reminds me of something that Paul wrote to Timothy:
2

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people and
impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you, continue in what
you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood
you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through
faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for
correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every
good work. (ESV 2 Timothy 3:12-17)

This is really another way of saying exactly what our Revelation passage says. Evil people will go
from bad to worse, being deceived, and deceiving others. But we, the people of God, should hold on
to Word of God – both the scriptures in general, Revelation in particular, and, above all, Jesus Christ
himself. These are worthy of our complete faith. God’s Word (and his words) are not just accurate –
they define reality more fully than any human wisdom.
I don’t know when Jesus will return. But I can promise you, if you are reading this, the time when
you will stand face to face with Jesus is no more than one-hundred years away, almost certainly a lot
less. It could be any moment now. The time is soon. No one has to wait very long. Let us live our lives
accordingly.
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