SERMON NOTES
Revelation #43 Revelation 21:3-7
If you have the treasure, you don’t need anything else, because the treasure will provide
you with everything. And that is the promise of Revelation 21:3 – that we will have the
Ultimate Treasure – God Himself. Anyone is welcome to receive this treasure, by walking
through the Door – Jesus Christ.
Last time, we looked in depth at the first two verses of this passage. Because the New Heavens and
the New Earth are such a precious gift, I want to take a bit more time to meditate on what we are
promised in this passage. Let’s look at verse three:
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will
dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.

This is a very ancient promise, one which was given through Moses to the people of Israel:
6

Say therefore to the people of Israel, I am the Lord, and I will bring you out from under the burdens of the
Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and
with great acts of judgment. 7 I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you shall
know that I am the Lord your God, who has brought you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 8 I
will bring you into the land that I swore to give to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. I will give it to
you for a possession. I am the Lord.’” (Exodus 6:6-8, ESV)

In Revelation 21:3, we are witnessing the ultimate fulfillment of that promise. God will be our
God, and he will bring us into the perfect New Creation that has been promised to us. However, the
center-point of this promise is not the land, but rather, God himself. God is the best, highest good in
the entire cosmos. There is nothing better than Him. And so, he gives us the best thing in existence:
Himself. Earlier, he said to Abram:
Do not be afraid, Abram. I am your shield, your very great reward. ” (Genesis 15:1, NIV. This translation is,
in my opinion, the most literal rendering of the Hebrew in this particular verse. It implies that the great reward
is God himself.)
When we read the promises in scripture, all of the stuff we really want, deep down – like love,
peace, joy, meaningfulness, fulfillment, adventure – these are given to us as by-products of
having God himself. When we have God, we have love, joy, peace, adventure, fulfilment, and so on.
When we don’t have God, our experience of those things is doomed to be both temporary, and
corrupted. When we have God, we have everything. If we think we have something, but we have it
apart from God, we really don’t have it. That is why Jesus told these two little parables:
44

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in
his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.
45
“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of
great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. (ESV, Matthew 13:44-46)

If you have the treasure, you don’t need anything else, because the treasure will provide
you with everything. And that is the promise of Revelation 21:3 – that we will have the
Ultimate Treasure – God Himself.
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The next several passages in Revelation are describing what it means for God to be our God, and
us to be His people in the New Creation. This is what we hope for. This is what makes our present
sufferings bearable. This is why we can have joy in even the hardest situations.
Verse 4 tells us that God Himself “will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have
passed away.” In the New Creation, we will have New Bodies which never get sick, never feel pain.
Our new bodies can’t get hurt, or be killed. Death itself will be “dead.” We will have no reason to cry
or mourn.
Some people may have questions about that last part. What if some of our loved ones are not
there? What if they reject Jesus, and so go into the lake of fire? Won’t we cry and mourn for them?
I think we are dealing with matters that we cannot fully understand. I think that’s why we have
verse 5, where God says, “The former things have passed away. Behold I making everything new!”
Things won’t operate the same way they do here. We will live in an entirely new and different
“system,” one which we cannot understand fully at this present time. In present terms, yes, the loss
of loved ones to the lake fire would make us grieve. But the New Creation is entirely new. The old
ways of looking at things may not apply there.
I have an additional thought about that question, also. I imagine that when we are fully engaged
with God, with no sin in the way of our experience of Him, His Joy will fill us so completely that there
simply isn’t room for grief. Everything will be so “right,” that even things that might have made us
grieve cannot touch us, because then we will fully accept all that God does, and be able to
wholeheartedly affirm it as right and good.
Verses 7 and 8 do not seem so positive. I am quite sure that this is referring back to the judgment
before the throne in 20:11-15. The Lord is reminding us that these promises are not universal. The
only way into the New Creation is through Jesus (John 14:1-6).
Many people say that Christians believe in a mean, narrow-minded God, who only saves those who
believe in Him specifically. But the truth is narrow minded. The answer to 2+2 is 4, nothing else, not
even 4.0001. Truth, by definition, excludes everything that is not true. That means truth is always
“narrow.”
However, actually, everyone who wants to enter the New Creation may do so. The Bible says there
is a door in, and that door is Jesus Christ. Anyone is welcome to use that door. But there is no other
door, no other way. If someone refuses to come through the only door, then, yes, they will be kept
out, because there is no other way for them to get in.
5

Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus
said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If
you had known me, you would have known my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen
him.” (ESV, John 14:5-7).
40

For this is the will of My Father: that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him may have eternal
life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” (HCSB, John 6:40)
10

Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 11
And this is the testimony, that God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12 Whoever has the Son
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. (ESV, 1 John 5:10-12)
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So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who came before
me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he
will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture (ESV, John 10:7-9)

No one is kept out because God is mean, they are kept out because they don’t want to come
through the door. It humbling to come through the door. We have to admit that we are sinful, and we
cannot save ourselves (1 John 1:7-9). We have to turn away from our sins, and from living for
ourselves. We have to die to ourselves, and to our own sinful impulses, so that Jesus can live through
us (Galatians 2:20).
Now, why should this be? Why is it that we must come through Jesus? Why is there no other way?
In the first place, only Jesus makes us truly holy, so that we can be in the presence of a Holy God
without being destroyed. Every other religion says that you must make yourself holy, in one way or
another. But a flawed person cannot make themselves flawless. It is a logical impossibility. So, the
Bible says, “Let Jesus take care of that, because it is not possible for a flawed person to be flawless.”
The Flawless One is our only hope.
Second, this New Creation is described as perfect, and incorruptible. Nothing can go wrong here.
No evil will be here, and none of the sorrow and pain that is brought about by evil. If there is to be no
evil, there cannot be any person who is less than perfect. If there was, then the New Creation would
be no better than this one. Therefore, if a person will not allow Jesus to change them, if they reject
the forgiveness that brings holiness and the salvation that leads to perfection, then they cannot be in
the New Creation without changing it back into the old creation.
Revelation 21:8 lists some specific kinds of people who refuse to come in through the door. The
first is, cowards. Right before this, it says, “those who conquer, will have this heritage.” This refers to
the battle of faith here on earth, before we stand in front of the judgment throne. The picture is that
one the one hand, we have those who fight the battle of faith with courage and perseverance. Now,
this doesn’t mean we fight our own way into heaven. But there is a lot of opposition to faith in this
world. The attacks against Christianity are relentless. There is constant pressure to compromise, to
give in, and even to give up. Jesus told us it would require that we surrender our very lives to him
that we die to ourselves (Matthew 16:24-26). Now, it is his strength that works in us to persevere but
there are some who will choose not to, because it is easier. Paul explains that we allow God to work,
but it is His strength which works:
12

Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my presence but much more
in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling, 13 for it is God who works in you,
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. (ESV, Philippians 2:12-13)

So, here in Revelation, those obey by allowing God to work in them, and by pursuing his work in
them, these are recognized for their courage.
Cowards are the opposite of this. There are some people who may be tempted to say of the
Christian faith: “This is hard. I’m not getting enough out of it.” This is a warning to those who are so
tempted. In addition, I believe this refers to Christians who are pressured and persecuted by human
culture. Particularly in John’s day, Christians may have been tempted to deny their faith in order to
avoid persecution and being excluded from non-Christian social circles. God is reminding those that
this is a coward’s choice. It is a rejection of Jesus himself. To do so is to refuse to come through the
door, because the door costs us everything in earthly terms. But the reason we have to let go of
earthly approval is so that we can receive everything through God’s approval.
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I am troubled by this today. Many so called “Christian celebrities” seem unwilling, when asked, to
make a public statement affirming what the Bible says about human sexuality. If they are afraid of
speaking the truth because they might lose their popularity, how much more are they likely to deny
Jesus when they might lose their freedom, or even their very lives? I believe this should warn us that
being a Christian in a non-Christian culture is always difficult. Cowardice is easy.
I want us to circle back around. It is important to remember that we must come through Jesus, and
those who refuse to do so cannot enter the New Creation. But anyone who is willing to come through
Jesus is welcome. And the reason for that one door, is so that the New Creation will be a whole new
order, with no death, no sorrow, no decay. Instead, we have God himself, and in Him, everything our
hearts truly desire, all the treasure of the universe, and more.
Let us hear what the Spirit is saying to us today!
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