SERMON NOTES
Revelation #44. Revelation 21:9-27
The New Jerusalem is not a literal city. The description of it in Revelation 21 is a metaphor to
help us envision God’s relationship with His people as a whole; his people’s relationships with each
other; and also God’s relationship with each individual. Seen that way, we learn wonderful things
about God, each other and us as individuals.
Let me be honest about this passage. At first glance, it doesn’t excite me very much. About the
only thing that seems interesting to me is the size of the New Jerusalem. Most translations say that it
is built in a square, 12,000 stadia per side. That means that each side is roughly 1,380 miles long, for
a total area within of about just under 2 Million square miles, about 2/3 the size of Australia, and well
over half the size of the continental U.S. That’s impressive. Next, take into account that the walls are
as high as they are long (the 144 cubits refers to the width of the walls, not their height), and
suddenly, it becomes unimaginable, since the walls would reach above the atmosphere. A massive
cube, with well over half of it reaching six hundred miles higher than the space shuttle ever flew. OK,
now, that just doesn’t make any sense. And that, I believe, is the point. We are not talking about a
literal city, but instead, this is a picture of an important aspect of the New Creation.
Remember, the city is “The Bride, the Wife of the Lamb.” So, the New Jerusalem is a picture of
God’s people, and of the kind of relationship that we have with Him. Again, it is clearly not meant to
be understood literally. In short, the New Jerusalem is a kind of metaphor of God’s union with his
people once they are made completely holy in the New Creation. It is a combination picture of God’s
people, and also God’s relationship with his people.
Not coincidentally, there are seven major aspects of the New Jerusalem. Let’s start with the first:
10

And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the holy city Jerusalem
coming down out of heaven from God, 11 having the glory of God, its radiance like a most rare jewel,
like a jasper, clear as crystal. 12

This is an overall impression. God’s people, and God’s relationship with his people is filled with a
glorious radiance, like a rare jewel, something very precious and beautiful. Today, God’s people get
sucked into sin, bitterness, ugly moods and stupid distractions. But in the New Creation the people
of God as a whole (and also individually) will be beautiful and precious. None of the things that make
us less than beautiful will be a part of us at that time. We will not become God, but we will shine with
the beauty, holiness and radiance of our perfect, glorious God. In the New Creation, people who
follow Jesus will be gloriously beautiful.
It had a great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the names of
the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed— 13 on the east three gates, on the north three gates,
on the south three gates, and on the west three gates.
14
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the twelve names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb.

Remember, this is not a literal city. So what do these things mean? There, among God’s people, we
will understand the history and foundation of scripture. Jesus said “Heaven and earth will pass away,
but my words will never pass away.” (CSB, Matthew 24:35). Here, in the New Jerusalem, the people of
God will shine with the fulness of God’s Word – both Old Testament (represented by the twelve
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tribes of Israel) and the New Testament (represented by the twelve apostles). If God’s people are a
city, then the walls, gates and foundations of that city are God’s own words. God’s people are “built”
out of, and on top of, God’s word. Our entire relationship with him, and our very beings, are shaped
by, and based upon, God’s revealed word. The incredible thing is that we already have that word
today, and we call it the Bible. I have said it before, and I will say it until I die: The Bible is God’s
incalculably precious gift to humanity. It is vital to read it, to learn to understand it, to soak your
soul in what it says. Who we are as eternal beings in the New Creation will be all wrapped up in God’s
Word. There is almost nothing more important than learning the Bible, and letting it shape
your life. Please, please, find some way to listen to audio versions, or find a good, readable
translation, or have your spouse read it to you – something, anything, that gets you into God’s
Word.
15

And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to measure the city and its gates and walls.
The city lies foursquare, its length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 12,000
stadia. Its length and width and height are equal. 17 He also measured its wall, 144 cubits by human
measurement, which is also an angel's measurement.
16

Now we come to that weird measurement. We know this is not supposed to be an actual
measurement, so what do these things mean, metaphorically? Well, God’s people are impressively,
magnificently, huge. Elsewhere in Revelation, John saw a great multitude, out of every tribe, tongue
and nation. So, God’s people will be a great and diverse multitude. However, though incredibly large
and impressive, God’s people are not infinite. Though the city is very large, it can be measured. There
is a beginning and end to it. The largeness is positive. The fact that there are limits reminds us that
not everyone who has ever lived will be there.
18

The wall was built of jasper, while the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall
of the city were adorned with every kind of jewel. The first was jasper, the second sapphire, the third agate,
the fourth emerald, 20 the fifth onyx, the sixth carnelian, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, the twelfth amethyst. 21 And the twelve gates were
twelve pearls, each of the gates made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold, like
transparent glass.

By the way, obviously, this is where we get the idea of “the pearly gates” and “the streets of gold.”
Again, however, I think this is all metaphorical, not literal. These precious stones and minerals
communicate that God’s people, and their relationship with Him, will be beautiful, and unimaginably
precious. Also, with all these different sorts of gems and metals, I get the sense that there will be
great variety in God’s people – we won’t all be the same, or look the same. We will all be beautiful, but
we also retain our precious individuality, as created by God. Our personalities will be a perfect blend
between union with God and each other, and our individual selves. I think this also indicates a great
variety in the ways that God interacts with us. He comes to us in many different ways, and life is full
of beauty and variety with Him.
22

And I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. 23 And the
city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its lamp is the Lamb.

Once again, this is not literal, and I am glad. I love the night, and the sun, and the moon. But the
point is this: God is interacting directly with his people, and we need nothing more. Our sin,
and the things that get in the way of our perfect union with God will be gone. He is all we need, and it
will no longer be a strain to remember that, or live like that. It will be easy to know that he is all we
need, and easy to draw all that we need directly from God, without seeking it elsewhere.
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24

By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it, 25 and its gates
will never be shut by day—and there will be no night there. 26 They will bring into it the glory and the
honor of the nations.

This again reminds us that it is metaphor. We will be inhabiting the New Heavens and New Earth.
But we will walk by the light of our relationship with God, perfect, precious, glorious, huge,
individually beautiful, with God as all we need. And all human glory will be in perfect union with
Godly glory. The absence of night is not literal, but it means no more pain, suffering, sorrow or evil.
The people of God will diverse -the glory of the nations.
27

But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is detestable or false, but only those
who are written in the Lamb's book of life.

This is a reminder that none of this is possible unless all sin, evil, and all rebellion against God is
completely removed. God will do the removing through Jesus if we let him, but if not, we will never
participate in this kind of relationship with God, nor have this eternal future. He must be finally and
completely King in order for this to take place. Right now, it is not too late to put your trust in Jesus,
to allow him to be the King of your life. We like having God’s help when we need it, but we generally
want to run things on our own when we aren’t in trouble. That is not salvation. A saving faith puts all
trust in Jesus, which means, among other things, that Jesus is now the final and true leader of your
life. Unless we are willing to let him make us holy, we cannot be a part of this unimaginably beautiful
relationship with God, and with other believers.
So, what does all this mean for us on Thursday afternoon? I can think of several applications. I
don’t know how to urge you all strongly enough to find a way to connect with the Word of God (the
Bible). This is our future: not Netflix, not our careers, not our next travel adventure, not our next
relationship. Our future is in the Word of God. If at first, you can’t connect with it, please don’t give
up. Pray for help. Ask for help. Find a good, readable translation like the Christian Standard Bible
(CSB – it used to be the HCSB); or the ESV, or even the New Living Translation. Have someone else
read it to you. Get it on audio. Talk about what you are reading (or listening to) with your spouse,
your friends, your family. When you read, DO NOT just flip it open and start somewhere random.
Start reading at the beginning of one of the books. If you are new, start reading in John, and keep
going, however long it takes, until you finish the book of Jude. Maybe do a chapter a day, maybe a
little more, maybe a little less. Then go back, and do it again. Then, maybe start mixing in some Old
Testament books, like Genesis. For something different and refreshing, try reading a psalm each day.
Please, just do it. Please contact me, if you want more help with this.
Another application, that strikes me, is that my fellow Christians will shine with this amazing
beauty and glory – like precious gemstones. Right now, we are gemstones in the rough, covered in
dirt, uncut, unpolished. But we are precious, and we ought to treat each other that way.
Perhaps some of you need to remember that Christianity is a global religion, and that there are far
more Christians who do not look like you, or even speak your own earthly language, then there are
people like yourself. God’s people will be glorious with all nations represented. Speaking specifically
to Christians from European-based cultures, I want to say that most of us (“us” being those who
follow Jesus) are not white, and don’t speak English. That should affect how we treat people who are
different from us culturally and ethnically. Our glorious brothers and sisters in Christ will be from
everywhere.
I also mentioned that we will need nothing more than the presence of God – we won’t need sun,
moon, or anything but God himself. In a way, that is already true, but it is hard to grasp. If we have
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Jesus, everything else we have is from and through Him. It is good to trust him more and more,
because this text tells us the reality that will be, and, in a way, already is: God is all we need.
With those thoughts, let the Holy Spirit continue to speak to you today.
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